Ferritin immune complex deposits in the choroid plexus.
Mice injected intraperitoneally with 20 mg of ferritin twice weekly for more than 4 weeks developed proteinuria due to the deposition of ferritin-antiferritin antibody complexes in renal glomeruli. Deposits of ferritin, immunoglobulin G (IgG) and third complement component (C3) also accumulated in the perivascular, extracellular space of the choroid plexus as demonstrated by immunofluorescence and electron microscopy. The findings confirm previous observations on immune complex deposits in the choroid plexus in spontaneous autoimmune disease and persistent viral infections. The occurrence of similar deposits in the human choroid plexus and the possibility of an associated disturbance of the blood-spinal fluid barrier are discussed.